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Not Just Another Book
Louis Rushmore

There are two perspectives from which one can discern that
the Bible is not just another book. First, the Bible
considered as simply a specimen of literature is without

peers. This primarily pertains to an external analysis of the Book
and contrasting it with anything and everything else ever written.
Secondly, the Bible is superior as well to every other book from
internal evaluation of it and in contrast to every other book ever
penned. This pertains to the inescapable acknowledgement by
honest hearts of the divine origin of the Bible. From every
reflection, the Holy Word of God—the Bible—is not just another
book.

The most revered ancient secular manuscripts rely on a handful of
copies far removed from the originals for their contemporary
existence. On the other hand, the Bible’s contemporary presence
and content results from an expansive, incomparable foundation
of many thousands of witnesses. The type of witnesses to which we
refer are thousands of ancient manuscript copies of the Bible
books in the original biblical languages of Hebrew, Aramaic and
Greek; thousands of antique translations of the Bible in various
languages; numerous lectionaries (worship service Scripture
selections); and the writings of the so-called Church Fathers over
several centuries following the commencement of Christianity (i.e.,
defenses of Christianity and early commentaries). The Bible is the
best attested literary work on earth with neither peers nor any
other writing even close to being as thoroughly validated as it is.
Obviously, the Bible is not just another book!

Most books do not claim to be divine in origin, and the few that do
miserably fail to prove that they are divine in origin. The Bible,
though, not only claims to be inspired of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17;
2 Peter 1:20-21), but there is more than enough internal evidence
to unquestionably validate its claim. Chief among the internal
evidences to the Bible’s divine origin are its hundreds of
prophecies, all of which were fulfilled completely, often hundreds
of years after the prophetic utterances were made. Mere men are
incapable of making accurate predictions hundreds of years prior

to their anticipated fulfillment, though the Bible does precisely
this. Therefore, writings in which predictions fail are not from God
(Deuteronomy 18:22), but the Bible, in which hundreds of
prophecies were fulfilled, is clearly divine in origin. The Bible is
not just another book.

Over 300 prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah—Jesus
Christ—were fulfilled in every detail. That achievement is beyond
the possibility of self-fulfilling prophecies (e.g., birthplace, no
bones broken). In addition, Old Testament prophecies concerning
the redemption of penitent souls being available in the New
Testament era (Isaiah 2:2-3; Joel 2:28-3:2; Acts 2:16-21; Ephesians
3:9-11; Hebrews 8:8-13; 9:12-22) confirm the divine origin of the
Bible. Yes, the Bible is not just another book.

Since the Bible is divine in origin, it is God speaking directly to
mankind. As such, we need to handle correctly its message (2
Timothy 2:15 ESV) and apply its teachings to our lives (Luke 6:46;
John 14:15). The Bible is one’s roadmap from here on earth to an
eternity in Heaven with God for eternity. We must follow the map!
Beyond that, the Bible alone can inform us from where we humans
came, why we are here, where we are going and how to get there.
Only the Bible can equip us adequately regarding salvation,
Christian worship, Christian service, Christian living and Christian
doctrine. The Bible, then, is not just another book.

The Bible is not just another book! However, the Bible will remain
ineffective for one’s earthly and eternal well-being as long as it—
God’s Word—is not applied to one’s life. Anyone who does not
acknowledge the Bible as divine in origin and apply its doctrine to
his or her life treats the Bible as though it were just another book
(Ecclesiastes 12:12). Yet, the Bible is not just another book. It is the
Book from God, actually comprised of 66 books, written by about
40 human secretaries over approximately 1,600 years. We dare not
treat the Bible as though it were just another book resulting from
mortal ingenuity, and thereby, of relatively little consequence.
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Prayer Requests & Announcements
Please pray for Mary Carr regarding the passing of her
husband Earl recently at LeConte Medical Center. There are
no plans for a funeral service.

Serval of our members and their family have tested positive
for Covid and are quarantining and recovering at home.
These include DeEtte Alexander and her son Jackie, Scott and
Robin McKnight, Kevin, Courtney and Dean Ruiz, Dawn
Sutton, the Johnson’s daughter and her husband, and Cindy
Langston’s sister’s grandson, Antonio, and his girlfriend.

Connie Duncan had successful shoulder surgery and has
been recovering at home.

Shirley McKnight will be having hip replacement surgery on
the 24th. Please keep her in your prayers for successful
surgery.

Remember Tammy Gresham in prayer regarding the recent
passing of her mother.

Paul Rolen, Mary Kate’s brother, is scheduled to have back
surgery on January 24. Your prayers are appreciated for this
lengthy and extensive surgery.

Continue to Remember…

Chris Bender, John and Helen Carr, Dennis and Marty
Danilchuk, Lindsey Johnson, Shirley McKnight, Sue Moore,
Lyn Morris, Joanne Roark, Shirley Yeager, Becky Duncan ( Joe
and Connie’s daughter-in-law), Brittany Hutchcraft (Shirley
Yeager’s granddaughter), Adam Lane (son-in-law of Vickie
Price), Harlie McClung ( John and Helen Carr’s 12 year-old
great-granddaughter), Anita Ogle (Sherry Simms’ friend),
Casie Rains (friend of the Hansens), Paul Rolen (Mary Kate’s
brother), Frankie Simms (Scott Simms’ father), Wayne Tart
(Tammie Fish’s brother).

Ladies’ class Thursdays at 6:15 at the Hansen’s house

Monthly afternoon song service: January 30

Fellowship lunch: February 6

Weekly Assemblies
Sunday: Bible Study ....................9 a.m.

Worship .........................10 a.m.
Worship .........................1 p.m.

Wednesday: Bible Class .....................7 p.m.

The Humble Servant
Derek Broome

When we look at the life of Jesus, we see the Son of God, the
King of Kings and Lord of Lords in several different stages of
life: as a newborn baby, as a young boy and as a man
beginning His ministry. Every aspect of His life pointed to the
fact that Jesus was here for a purpose. His purpose was to
bring salvation to the world. His purpose was to bring about
the kingdom, the church. However, many thought His
kingdom would be of this earth. They thought of an earthly
throne. It is conceivable that many thought of great riches,
glory and powerful armies. Yet, that was not the kind of King
Jesus was to be. Yes, He was God in the flesh. He had all
power at His disposal, but Jesus was to be a different kind of
King than the world had ever known. He would not take
glory for Himself. Humbly, He submitted to the will of the
Father, and humbly, He came to serve.

One of the many great lessons Jesus taught while He was
here on the earth was about humble service. On one
occasion, while Jesus was delivering that great Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus spoke about a few different ways we can
humbly serve God. In Matthew 6:1, Jesus first gave a clear
warning to not practice righteousness to be seen by men. He
then went on to talk about three different topics: charitable
deeds, praying and fasting.

In Matthew 6:3, the instruction given regarding charitable
deeds was to not let one’s left hand know what the right hand
was doing. Instead, we are to do charitable deeds secretly
and in a way to glorify God and not ourselves.

Matthew 6:5-7 changed the subject from charity to prayer. In
these verses, Jesus clearly taught, that like our deeds, our
prayers are not to be prayed to be heard by men. We are not
to pray prayers with lofty words so that we sound smarter or
more spiritual than our peers. Instead, we are to pray prayers
secretly and from the heart—always giving honor to God.

Lastly, we come to the discussion of fasting. In Matthew 6:16,
we see that when we are fasting, we should not try to draw
attention to ourselves. Like our charity and our prayers, our
fasting should be done in secret. God is the one that should
be glorified.

Humble service was taught by the very life that Jesus lived.
The King of Kings humbled Himself to assume the form of
man, fell to His knees to wash His disciples’ feet and went to
the cross to die for you and me. Jesus is the Humble Servant,
but He is also our Lord and Savior. As we live each day, let us
remember the lessons that Christ has taught us. Let us
humbly serve in such a way that God will receive the
glory.

Elders
Randy Hansen, Robert Moore, Kevin Ruiz, and Jerry Sutton
Deacon
Lenwood Johnson (finance)
Preacher
Kevin Ruiz

Evangelism Materials
Extra supplies for our evangelism work are freely available
in the supply room to our members. Instructional books,
DVDs, and Bible studymaterials are available.We also have
a variety of cards for our Compassion Card work.


